
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S LETTER 
 

Dear Colonel families- 

 

When I was nine years old, my family went to Disney World in Florida. Though I have some memories 

and a stack of extremely poor quality photos to mark the big trip, I have to say that the attraction that 

made the biggest impression – for its name rather than its actual features, which I’m afraid I cannot 

recall at all – was Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride. I remember feeling quite nervous while waiting in line, my 

fourth grade palms sweating in nine-year-old anticipation of the wild ride to come. 

 

Given that Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride was appropriate for all ages and has since been closed to make way for 

a Winnie the Pooh-themed ride, I’m sure it fell pretty low on the wildness scale. Nevertheless, the name 

has stuck with me, and it leaps to mind each spring when I look ahead to what is always an action-

packed fourth quarter. When we return from April break, just nine weeks from our June 16 graduation 

date, we will step back into the front lobby of Ledyard High School and straight onto Mr. Toad’s Wild 

Ride. 

 

In our last nine weeks, students will sit for 13 different AP exams; our instrumentalists will play their 

final band concert; the juniors will take the state-required Next Generation Science assessment; we’ll 

celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week; the juniors and seniors will host their proms – one at Lake of 

Isles, and one at the Pequot Museum; over 250 student athletes will compete for personal bests and team 

championships across eight varsity programs; we’ll welcome the incoming freshmen for 8th Grade 

Information Night; the Ledyard Regional Chapter of the FFA will hold their 56th annual Awards 

Ceremony; the choral program will put on two nights of Pops Concert; the art department will showcase 

the work of nearly 200 students at Arts Night; National Honor Society will host one last Coffeehouse; 

we’ll award 70+ scholarships at Awards Night; the music department will host their gala………….and, 

of course, we’ll continue all of the day-to-day trappings of life at a public high school.  

 

So…like I said…Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride.  

 

But just like Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride was for the nine year-old version of me, spring at LHS is the most 

anticipated, most memorable, and most fun attraction for the…considerably older…version of me. I’m 

looking forward to seeing many of you at various stops along the way.  
 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Amanda O. Fagan 

Principal, Ledyard High School  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
April 1, 2023 to June 16, 2023 

 

 

     
 

 

April 2023 
3  LHS Parent Advisory Council  6:30 pm LHS Library 

6  Buriak/Candler Benefit Concert  7:00 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

7  NO SCHOOL (Good Friday) 

10-14  NO SCHOOL (Spring Break) 

 

 

May 2023 
6  Junior Prom     6 - 10 pm Lake of Isles  

12  SHORTENED DAY (12:00 Dismissal) Professional Development 

12  Spring Band Concert    7:00 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

18  Eighth Grade Intro to LHS   6:30 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

20  Senior Prom     6 - 10 pm Pequot Museum 

25  FFA Awards Night    7 - 8 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

26-27  Pops Concert     7:00 pm Gaucher Auditorium 

30  NO SCHOOL (Memorial Day) 
 
 

June 2023 
1  Arts Night     5 - 7 pm LHS 

1  Coffee House     7:00 pm LHS Courtyard 

3  SATs        LHS 

6  Awards Night     6:30 pm Gaucher Auditorium  

16  Graduation     6:00 pm Mignault Field 
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SCHOOL COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE NEWS 

 
 

 
FUTURE SIGNING DAY! 

On Monday May 1, 2023, the School Counseling Department will host our 
annual Futures Signing Day!  To acknowledge all of their hard work and celebrate 
the Class of 2023, this event gives seniors an opportunity to share what their plans 
are after graduation.  School counselors will be in the lobby throughout the morning 
and during both lunch waves with some fun and activities! While May 1 is the 
National Decision Day for seniors to declare their college plans, our 
Futures Signing Day aims to celebrate the success and plans of all of our 
grads whether they are heading off to college, the military, or into the workforce. 

 

 

Upcoming Saturday administrations of SAT/ACT  
  
ACT will be offered on June 10th at a nearby HS. The deadline to register is 
May 5th. Students can register at www.actstudent.org . 
  
SAT will be offered on June 3rd at Ledyard High School. The deadline to 
register is May 4th. Students can register with their CollegeBoard account 
at www.collegeboard.org  . 
 
 

2023 AP TESTING 

AP testing is coming up in May 

visit https://lhs.ledyard.net/guidance/a_p_testing for all details and 
information.  
 

2023-2024 Scheduling meetings 

Counselors are currently meeting with students to review course selections for next 
school year. Please be sure to see your counselor to reschedule if you have missed 
your appointment. 
 

Naviance 

Any junior parents interested in setting up a Naviance account, please contact your 
school counselor for a code to register.  Use this exciting tool that provides college 
information, college searches, career information and streamlines the college 
application process. Please feel free to contact our office if you have any questions. 
  
Twitter & Instagram 

Follow us @LedyardGuidance for news and information! HERE is where you will 
see scholarships and other important information!  

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
https://lhs.ledyard.net/guidance/a_p_testing
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National Honor Society 
 

 National Honor Society showed lots of love during the Valentine’s day week, donating 
$208 to the Jenna Foltz Scholarship through organizing the sale of candy grams. NHS was 
busy at Gallup Hill, Juliet W. Long and Gales Ferry school. At the elementary schools, NHS 
helped run two math nights, additionally organizing two reading days for the children. The 
children loved meeting the high schoolers! NHS ran another successful coffee house! NHS will 
hold the last coffee house on June 1st, and they’re going to end with a bang. An NHS member 
organized a craft day at the senior center and it went very well! Upcoming is the animal food 
drive and our last coffee house!  

 

 
 
 

Culinary 
 

Culinary I students are up to their elbows in flour with our baking unit.  We have made a variety 
of Quick Breads - Soft Dough (Cinnamon Raisin Biscuits) Drop Batters 

(Blueberry Streusel Muffins, Cheddar, Garlic drop biscuits) and a Pour Batter (Buttermilk 
Pancakes). We then changed leavening 

agents, going from the baking powder and 
baking soda in quick breads to yeast in yeast 
doughs.  Our baking skills were tested when 

making pretzel dough and cinnamon rolls and 
they even got a workout kneading these yeast 
doughs for 8-10 min.  It was all worth it in the 

end!! 
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Understanding Self & Relationships 

Understanding Self & Relationships continues to explore aspects of what is a healthy 
relationship, communication and the 5 Languages of Love.  The new Mental Health tip of the 
Day Calendar was posted today for the month of April.  We hope every day for students to do 

something that helps themselves and their mental wellness. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Interior Design 

Interior Design finished learning about housing and architectural styles, furniture styles, and 
the elements and principles of design.  They created a design portfolio with color schemes 
inspired by upholstery or wallpaper and analyzed staged rooms for their use of shape, line, 
texture, balance, proportion, scale, rhythm, and emphasis.  Currently design students are 
selecting backgrounds; flooring, wall coverings, doors, window treatments and as well as 

lighting for the rooms they will create storyboards for.  Here are some of the Furniture Style 
displays.  It was very evident to students that Mid Century Modern (MCM) is a very popular 

style today. 
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Child Development 
 

Child Development is gearing up for Colonel Preschool to start after our April break. Students 
have written their lessons and created big and bright Bulletin Boards.  I look forward to seeing 

the high school students become teachers and guide the 3 and 4-year-olds. 
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Youth Alive Bible Club 
 

The LHS Youth Alive Bible Club is finishing out the school year strong! We held our “Blessing 
Bags” donations/fundraiser in February (collecting toiletries for the homeless) and we were 
able to collect a box full of supplies which were donated to Malta Inc., a ministry that reaches 
out to the area homeless located in Groton. They were very appreciative! We were also able to 
donate some needed toiletries “in house” at LHS as well. Thank you to all that donated!   
 
Malta Inc. is always looking for any donations, but especially toiletries, paper goods (tissues, 
toilet paper, and paper towels) and will take gently used clean clothing. If you’re interested in 
donating, you can contact Malta @ 
https://www.maltaoutreach.org/ or hyano@ledyard.net  
 
The Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes donated to Samaritan’s Purse back in November 
went to Honduras & South Africa! Thank you again for all the donations!  
March saw a guest speaker, Assistant Boys Basketball Coach, Mr. Isaiah Stewart came to 
speak twice to our club! Thank you, Coach Stewart! (Don’t forget to bring the donuts in May! 
Lol!)  
 
YABC will be holding its semi-annual Bake Sale Fundraiser at Village Market on Saturday, 
April 29th from 10am- 1pm. Please stop by & support our club! Donations are welcomed as 
well! We do many local & global outreaches throughout the year!  
 
In May, the club will be holding its Spring “Fill-a-Backpack” event during Spirit Week. Each 
grade (Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors & Seniors) can earn points for bringing in new school 
supplies. Bonus points are given for new backpacks filled with supplies! All donations are given 
to United Way of SE CT.  
We will also be closing out our school year with our year-end party & electing new officers for 
the coming school year of 2023-2024!  
We want to thank Senior, Ciara May McGrath for serving as YABC President this year! 
Congratulations to Ciara May!  
 
Thank you again for all of your support and helping YABC have a great year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.maltaoutreach.org/
mailto:hyano@ledyard.net
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